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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)EI This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) U7 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim{s) 6 and 7 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1^5 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Claims 6 and 7 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 

1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no allowable generic or 
(inlying claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 28 September 
2006. 

2. Applicant's election of Fig. 1 , claims 1-5, in the reply filed on 28 September 2006 
is acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the 
supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an 
election without traverse (MPEP § 81 8.03(a)). 

Specification 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

In paragraph [0015], the recitation "rotating broom 10" and "rotating broom 110" 
(which occurs throughout the specification) which should not have the same reference 
numerals to avoid confusion; In any case, it is suggested to refer to "rotating broom 10" 
as -rotating broom assembly 10-. 

The recitation of "yoke 30" (paragraph [0028]) and "yoke 22" (paragraph [0036]) 
renders the description confusing since consistent numerals should be used. See also 
Fig. 1 , which shows yoke 30, and Fig. 7 which shows yoke 22. The drawings must 
also be consistent for clarity. 
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In paragraph [0033], "sealed spherical 95 bearing" should be corrected. 
In paragraph [0034], it appears "Figure 6A" should read -Figure 6B- since there 
are no rubber float stops 99 shown in Fig. 6A. 

In paragraph [0035], line 1, after "that". Insert -the-. 

In paragraph [0039], "stationary gooseneck assembly 90" should read -stationary 
gooseneck assembly 70-. 

Also in paragraph [0039], last two lines, the recitation "...of the swinging trunnion 
assembly 80 the stationary gooseneck assembly 70" is grammatically awkward and 
should be corrected. 

Appropriate correction Is required. 



Claim Objections 

4. Claim 3 is objected to because of the following infomnalities: 

Claim 3, line 3, "said swinging trunnion assernbly" lacks proper antecedent basis. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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6. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by CH 
679317 (hereinafter CH '317). 

CH '317 discloses a "truck" mounted rotating broom system (Figs. 1 and 2. for 
example) comprising a rotating broom mounting and control assembly 2, a support 
stmcture (Fig. 5) mounted to the truck, and a non-rigid connection 8 or 1 1 
therebetween. 

As for claim 2, said support structure includes a substantially stationary 
"gooseneck assembly" 24 and a swinging trunnion assembly 8 rotatably connected to 
said substantially stationary gooseneck assembly 24. 

As for claim 3, said non-rigid connection includes a floating beam 9 or 10 (Fig. 2) 
and a "four bar connection" defined by "bars" 8, 8 and 11,11 between said swinging 
trunnion assembly 8 and said floating beam 9 or 10. 

As for claim 5, said non-rigid connection defines or includes a multiple link 
attachment mechanism as just set forth above for claim 3. 

To avoid a redundant rejection, claim 4 is rejected similariy as above. It will be 
added that there is a means for controlling position of the swinging trunnion assembly 
with respect to the gooseneck assembly at the distal end of bar 8" (i.e., at rotation axis 
12). 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The references to Smith, Jackson, Barker, Miller, Geyer, and DE 
*080 are relevant to various truck or vehicle mounted brush systems. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Randall Chin whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1270. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday and every 
other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gladys Corcoran can be reached on (571) 272-1214. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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